
From: "Merda, Chet" <Chet.Merda@harley-davidson.com>
To: <MCSF@courts.mi.gov>
Date: Tue, May 6, 2003  1:20 PM
Subject: Child Support Formula

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Court should look at other states as guidelines to find out Michigan is way out of line on
calculating child support.  I have heard in Wisconsin its 12% for one child and 22% for the
second child.  It's a lot less than what Michigan wants.  Its time the court investigates this matter
more.  I want my kids all the time or half the time and I'm penalized for it.  The court won't grant
me custody with no signs of physical and mental abuse.

I earned $4073/month and my spouse who has the two children earns $3583/month.  The
Kalamazoo county court wanted me to pay $1300/month, $900 for child support and $400 for
child care. I'm paid bI-monthly and that is one complete check gone plus $100 of the other check. 
I take home $2400.00/month that leaves me with $1100 for my self to live on.  Later the court
recognized I had a per diem for working out of state and took into account only my taxable
income.  The Michigan guidelines say I should pay 20 - 30% of gross income, which equals
50-60% of my net income.  Using the Michigan formula my child support and daycare totaled
$432/month but then the judge raised it to $598.  Why does favoritism always go to spouse with
children?  I thought the courts were supposed to be fair instead the discriminate.  This child
support is tax-free money to the other spouse.  She should pay the taxes on the money.

If I had to pay $1300/month that means my spouse should contribute about the same which
equals approximately $2400/month.  This equals $533/week my spouse and I both know the
children don't cost that much.

When will the courts investigate how unfair it is for the spouse that doesn't have the children half
the time?  In my case, I can't because I work out of state but I am looking for a job back in
Michigan.  Why is the other spouse without children penalized?  Why does it have to be
overnight stays instead of an eight-hour period to count as an overnight?  If child support was
lowered maybe more spouses would stay together to work things out?  Their looks as a tax free
income and incentive to get a divorce.  Now in domestic violence, mental or physical abuse this
would not apply.  

Joint custody should be given automatically to parents who are good parents.  Exclude the
parents with physical emotional abuse.  This may be a deterrent for a divorce and keep hearings
out of the courts.  Regarding taxes the children should be automatically split so each can claim
them as dependants and alternate years if there is an odd number of dependants.  Plus I should be
able to claim my daycare cost on my taxes too.

I can see why there are so many deadbeat parents because they basically have nothing to live on. 
If child support were lowered maybe more parents would pay support and less of burden on the
taxpayers that pay staff to find non-supporting spouses.  My spouse is laughing all the way to the
bank thanks to the State of Michigan.  If I had the choice I would take my children and have my
spouse pay half of the money that is required by the Michigan formula.  I wish I had gotten
married in another state then I would have a life that I could afford to spend with my children.

Regards,

Chester Merda




